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TRANSFORMING THE TRANSFER SYSTEM 


A recent report indicated 
that a new transfer 
program would make 

it easier for students to 
transfer to CSU campuses. 


By Mapison Moore 
Contributing Writer 


The number of community college 
students earning transferrable de- 
grees to the Cal State system rapidly 


increased in the past year, yet some 
students are still confused about the 
transfer process, according to the 
Legislative Analyst’s Office. 

The number of associate degrees 
earned, which facilitate transfers be- 
tween California community colleg- 
es and California State Universities, 
rose from 800 in 2011-12 to 12,000 in 
2013-14, according to a recent report 
released by LAO. 

This is a result from a piece of leg- 
islation in 2010 titled the Transfer 
Achievement Reform Act. The act 
requires community colleges to cre- 
ate Associate Degrees for Transfer, a 


two-year degree promising students 
admission into a non-specific CSU 
undergraduate program that can be 
completed within another two years. 

“The goals of the transfer reform 
were to enable students to earn a 
bachelor’s degree and to create clearer 
pathways,” said Jason Constantouros, 
the fiscal and policy analyst for the 
LAO. 

Under the act, LAO must provide 
two reports with updates. The most 
recent report states that California 
community colleges and CSU’s have 
improved in offering associate de- 
grees for transfer and organizing 


courses and curriculum. 

“Most colleges still have a few de- 
grees left to develop and a few colleges 
are lagging far behind,” Legislative 
Analyst Mac Taylor said on the LAO 
report. “In some majors, every CSU 
campus offering a bachelor’s degree in 
the discipline recognized the [state- 
wide curricula] as similar, whereas in 
others, as many as one-third of CSU 
campuses deemed them not similar.” 

Constantouros and the LAO report 
indicated that, despite the fact that 
marketing strategies have been im- 
plemented to educate students about 
transfer degrees, students still seem 


confused. 

“Several community college coun- 
selors report that most incoming 
students who intend to transfer are 
unaware of [Associate Degrees for 
Transfer],” Taylor said in the LAO 
report. “Other students think they 
earned an [Associate Degree for 
Transfer] when in fact they earned a 
regular associate degree.” 

Although the transfer reform guar- 
antees students into the CSU system, 
it is unclear whether they will be ad- 
mitted into the major of their choice. 


see TRANSFER, page 2 


OPINION 


Refugees— 


not illegal 
immigrants 


It’s time for the bor- 
der patrol to focus on 
the real criminals. 


ARIANA SAWYER 


Opinions Editor 


eople flee from countries 

where their lives are in 

mortal peril and where 

they and their families 

are starving; in the U.S., 
people have pounds to spare. 

Half a million Central Americans 
cross Mexico aboard “La Bestia,” or 
The Beast, a network of cargo freight 
trains en route to the United States 
every year, according to the Migration 
Policy Institute in a September 2014 
report. 

There are no passenger trains head- 
ing north, and it costs the equivalent 
of $10,000 to pay a smuggler and risk 
taking a bus. 

Yet the Mexican and American 
governments urge the train compa- 
nies to speed up their cars, making 
it more dangerous for people to get on. 

“Migrants travel on top of the train 
with nothing to hold on to,” the MPI 
report said. “Accidents caused by 
train derailments and falls because of 
changes in speed, or migrants falling 
asleep are common and have resulted 
in countless injuries, amputations, 
and sometimes death.” 

Additionally, more checkpoints 
have been established in areas popular 
among immigrants as jump on points. 
Border control has been raiding 
nearby hotels and makeshift refugee 
camps that often provide the tempo- 
rarily homeless migrants with food, 
shelter and medical care. 

On top of that, Mara Salvatrucha 
(MS-13), an El Salvadorian gang that 


see REFUGEES, page 5 
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News 2 


New grant intends to assist sexual assault survivors 


Reporting sexual assault 


Which number do you think is larger? 


Source: Yougov.com 


The number of people 
who are reluctant to 
report being a victim of 
rape or sexual assault 


The number of people 
who falsely report 
being a victim of rape 
or sexual assault 


73% 


All 
Americans 


Graphic: Greg Good, Tribune News Service 


infusion 


The Dirtbags head into 


graduation and the MLB Draft. 
Colorado Rockies drafted right- 
hander Andrew Rohrbach in the 
ninth round. The Los Angeles An- 
gels picked All-American right- 
hander Josh Frye 11th round, and 
left-hander Nick Sabo went to the 
San Francisco Giants in the 28th 


round. 


“It’s not just one or two guys [that 


78% 
68% ’ 


Women 


Men 


competition. 

Junior catcher Eric Hut- 
ting said he would have a 
big responsibility, in terms 
of handling and guiding 
the staff when they get into 
trouble. 

“We have a young staff 
with not a lot of experience 
coming back,” Hutting said. 


The California Governor’s 
Office of Emergency 
Services awarded CSULB a 
$200,000 grant to support 
new sexual assault 
programs on campus. 


By Mapison D’ORNELLAS 
Assistant News Editor 


California’s Government Office for 
Emergency Services awarded Cali- 
fornia State University, Long Beach a 
$200 thousand grant to support sexual 
assault prevention toward the begin- 
ning of the semester. CSULB will re- 
ceive these funds in the fall: 

The grant will be directed towards 
the Women’s Resource Center and will 
focus on survivor assistance. 

“I think [the grant] will be a ben- 
efit,” Pam Rayburn, the Women’s Re- 
source Center coordinator, said. “[We 
will be] doing a lot more with preven- 
tion, and students will know where to 
go [for help].” 

The grant will fund a full-time sex- 
ual assault crisis counselor that will be 


see GRANT, page 3 


the season with high 
hopes for their young 
pitching staff. 


By Oscar TERRONES 
Sports Editor 


Coming off one of the most suc- 
cessful seasons under head coach Troy 
Buckley, the Long Beach State baseball 
team will have to rely on its inexperi- 
enced pitching staff to reach the post- 
season again. 

The Dirtbags lost three starters to 


have to step up],” sophomore short- 
stop Garrett Hampson said when 
asked how the team is going to make 
up for so much lost production. 
“T think the whole collection of 
the new guys have really stepped in 
here and started figuring some things 
out,” Hampson said. “I think each one 
brings a little something to the team. 
It’s really going to be exciting to watch 
this year.” 

Among those young pitchers ex- 
pected to make an impact are junior 
right-handers Trey Ferketic and Tan- 
ner Brown. Both pitchers are commu- 
nity college transfers and have never 
played against consistent Division I 


“T think we have a good staff 
that knows what they’re do- 
ing. We have a really good 
pitching coach that has creat- 
ed a good mindset for all our 
young pitchers coming in.” 
Hutting said the most im- 
pressive new starter he’s seen 
is Ferketic, the transfer from 
Saddleback Community Col- 
lege in nearby Laguna Ni- 
guel. Hutting said Ferketic’s 
“stuff” has stood out the most 
in his mind, and that his im- 
provement from fall 2014 has 


see YOUTH, page 8 
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Joun Fajarpo | LBSU ATHLETICS 
LBSU junior Trey Ferketic delivers a 
pitch during a home game. 
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Someone new behind the news 


Transitioning from the CSU Chancellor’s office, Mike Uhlenkamp will 
join CSULB media in a week. 


By AMY PATTON 
News Editor 


The Office of Media-at«Galifornia 
State University, Long Beach hired Mi- 
chael Uhlenkamp as the new executive 
director of media and digital news, ef- 
fective Feb. 16. He was the director of 
public affairs for the California State 
University Chancellor’s office for nearly 
the past five years. Transitioning into a 
position with CSULB, Uhlenkamp said 
he wants to work with student media. He 
recently took a few minutes to sit down 
with a Daily 49er staff member to talk 
about the transition from CSU to one 
specific campus. 


What will your job entail? 

Its heading up under _ [Terri 
[Carbaugh]’s supervision the media 
relations for the university. It’s really 
about being proactive and sharing the 
wonderful stories that are taking place 
every single day here on campus. 


Why the change from the Chancellor’s 
office to CSULB? 

It’s familiar in that the higher educa- 
tion aspects are familiar, but I did go to 
[CSULB] and earn my MBA and there’s 
an energy on a campus, specifically this 
campus, that you don’t have access to 
at the Chancellor’s office. The Chancel- 
lor’s office talks about policy and we’re 


a little bit isolated, we only see students 
Very rarely. The stories are a little bit 
more difficult to get aheld of because 
were talking about broad policies that 
affect all 23 campuses. Here, we can 
play favorites and talk about... | think 


the energy on campus is something that 
lam looking forward to being part of. 


Will you be working on day-to-day : 


media or larger projects? 
It will be day to day, but obviously we 
are trying to be strategic about this. It’s 


a fairly new setup for the group, but itis 
‘to have strategic planning and strategic - 


communication so that we're making 
sure that we're flexible in order to react 
to:the’everyday things that are taking 
place on the campus, but also strategic 
in thinking out long term, how are we 
sharing the Long Beach message. 


Are there any specific projects you’re 
excited to start working on right 
away? > 


I think I need to get my arms around : 


everything. One of the things, ob 
ously, is to work closely with [student 
media]. We've always, at the Chancel- 
lor’s office, had very good relations with 
student media, but it comes and it goes. 
But I’m looking forward with the Daily 
49er just to bolster the’ relationship 


as much as possible. I feel that there’s 
things I can teach you guys and there’s 
also things that I can learn from you all 
and at the end of the day we need to be 


having a wonderful relationship with 


the student'paper 


Do you foresee any difficulties or con- 


sin the change from the Chancel- 
office to the campus? 

“The workis obviously going to be dif- 
ferent. Im fot necessarily concerned, 
but there will be.a learning curve..I’m 
smart enough to know that there are 
going to be plenty of moré people that 
can help me make that learning curve 
as short as possible, but I think more 
than anything I’m really excited for the 


n of Long Beach, my wife 
ere when she was a little 


just a matter of rea 
on things. One of t 
ally exciting to me is t 


cellor’s office, we struggle with putting 
faces to some of the stories. We talk 
again about policy and large system- 
wide things and here on the campus, 
and it’s my assumption and I’m sure 
Ill be proven right real soon, there are 
students... who are doing truly unique 


PHOTO COURTESY OF JACQUELINE SKARA 
As of Feb. 16, Michael Uhlenkamp will be the new executive director 
of media and digital news for The office of Media at California State 
University, Long Beach. 


and wonderful things. There are faculty 
members and staff members who are 
also doing that. And all of those contri- 
butions, to be able to share that on the , 
campus so that you're all aware of this 
great thing [a professor] is doing’and to 
then get that to a broader audience. 
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VACANT POSITIONS 
SENATOR: COLLEGE OF THE ARTS 
SENATOR: COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
SENATOR: COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
SENATOR: COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 


SENATOR: COLLEGE 


OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 


SENATOR: COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
SENATOR: COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES & MATHEMATICS 


SENATOR-AT-LARGE 
ACADEMIC SENATOR 


TRUSTEE-AT-LARGE: ASI MEDIA BOARD 


TRUSTEE-AT-LARGE: 


ISABEL PATTERSON CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER BOARD 
TRUSTEE-AT-LARGE: UNIVERSITY STUDENT UNION BOARD 
DUE FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13th @ 4PM 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE PICKED UP AND RETURNED TO THE 
AS| GOVERNMENT OFFICE, USU-311 


CALL 662-985-5241 


Obama 
says wealth 
accumulation 


speaks to need 
for U.S. tax shift 


WASHINGTON - President Barack 
Obama said he’s focusing the end of 
his presidency on increasing income 
equality because the recovery’s benefits 
haven't spread to the middle class while 
enriching the wealthiest Americans, 
according to an interview he gave to 
website Vox.com. 

Ina Jan. 23 interview published Mon- 
day, Obama said it’s necessary to use 
tax policy to boost the economic out- 
look for teachers, construction work- 
ers and other middle- and lower-class 
Americans because so much wealth is 
concentrated with corporations and the 
wealthiest individuals. 

“What we've proposed, for example, 
in terms of capital gains, that would 
make a big difference in our capacity to 
give a tax break to a working mom for 


TRANSFER 
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“It’s possible for a student to apply for 
a program that is impacted, and instead 
be redirected into another program 
that is different but similar to their As- 
sociate Degree for Transfer program,” 
Constantouros said. 

The Associate Degree for Transfer 
guarantees-admission into a CSU cam- 
pus, but it does not specify which cam- 
pus a student will get into. 

“It depends on whatever CSU cam- 
pus is open for admission and accept- 
ing applications at that time,” said 


child care,” Obama.said of his tax: pro- 
posal on which he hopes to work with 
congressional Republicans to pass. 

“That’s smart policy, and there’s no 
evidence that would hurt the incentives 
of folks at Google or Microsoft or Uber 
not to invent what they invent or not 
to provide services they provide,” the 
president said. “It just means that in- ~ 
stead of $20 billion, maybe they’ve got 
18, right? But it does mean that Mom 
can go to work without worrying that 
her kid’s not in a safe place.” 

In the interview, Obama used the lib- 
eral tone that he’s invoked more often 
since Democrats lost control of the Sen- 
ate in November’s midterm elections. 

He urged activism at the shareholder 
level to improve prospects for workers 
in the U.S. and abroad, saying the days 
are gone when a company was rooted 
to a community and compelled to in- 
vest in people and: civic institutions. 
He blamed globalization and focus on 
quarterly profits for what he says is a 
need for the government today to play 
a bigger role in making sure there’s a 
safety net for individuals than in the 
era when companies were more closely 
aligned with communities. 


-Angela Greiling Keane, 
Bloomberg News 


Stephanie Thara, a CSU Spokesperson 
for California State University, Long 
Beach. Transfer students are also given 
priority to their local CSU campus. 

Community colleges have collec- 
tively created nearly 1,600 Associate 
Degrees for Transfer. These apply to 
majors such as business administra- 
tion, computer science and chemistry. 

Thara and Constantouros indicated 
that about 7,000 transfer students with 
Associate Degrees for Transfer have en- 
rolled at a CSU campus, and of these, 
nearly 200 students have graduated 
with undergraduate degrees. 

“That’s a small number, and we think 
at this time the results are too prelimi- 
nary to see an impact,” Constantouros 
said. 
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located in the Women’s Resource 
Center. Jeane Relleve Caveness, the 
assistant dean of students said the 
counselor will be brought in from 
the YWCA of Greater Los Ange- 
les Sexual Assault Crisis Services, 
who has worked with CSULB for 
about three and half years. 

“T think it must be really devas- 
tating for a man or a female to go 
through sexual assault, so I think 
it will do a lot of good to help them 
out,” Angie Bozeman, a sopho- 
more speech and language pathol- 
ogy major, said. 

Caveness said that the grant 
requires the hired counselor to 
spend half of his or her time at the 
university Police Department and 
the rest of the time in other areas. 

“I just don’t want students to 
think it’s a mental health coun- 
selor,” Caveness said. “This person 
can be the first point of contact if 
a student experiences sexual vio- 
lence.” 


The counselor will work along- . 


side a grant-funded, part-time po- 
sition at the University Police De- 
partment that will assist in crisis 
intervention, survivor referral and 
confidential paperwork. The Cali- 
fornia Coalition Against Sexual 
Assault will provide training for 
both positions. 

According to a press release, the 
grant could be renewed for three 
years, amounting to a $600 thou- 
sand grant. 

Carmen Taylor, CSULB’s vice 
president for public affairs, said in 
the initial press release that sexual 
assaults on college campuses have 
“become a -major focus of discus- 
sion in state and national legisla- 
tures, higher education boards and 
universities across the country.” 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 


LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 
EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.)"A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). A valid current student ID must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance. 


Taylor also indicated that the 
new funds would help keep CSULB 
safe while giving more support to 
prevention and support programs 
on campus. These programs will 
be implemented around student 
services on campus including Dai- 
ly 49er shops, Associated Student 
Inc., the Department of Athletics 
and the University Student Union. 

Alva Moreno, executive director 
of the YWCA of Greater Los An- 
geles Sexual Assault Crisis Services 
said in a press release that they will 
bring a free 24-hour prevention 
and intervention service to “honor 
survivors that have broke their 
silence and support victims who 
have yet to find their voice.” 

The grant will also fund market- 
ing to promote the new services. 
The Women’s Resource Center will 
collaborate with ASI throughout 
the marketing campaign, which 
will take place sometime in the 
fall. 

Required training for the hired 
counselor and police position and 
technical assistance to start up the 
new programs from the California 
Coalition Against Sexual Assault 
will also be funded form the grant. 
Programs will include training on 
primary and bystander interven- 
tion. 

“(The grant] will be good for 
our campus, especially with all the 
sexual assault incidents through- 
out California as well as colleges 
nationwide,” Kyle Bachelder, a 
freshman kinesiology major said. 

Caveness said in a press release 
that bystander training is an im- 
portant tool in preventing gender 
violence across the country. 

“What this grant allows us to do 
is to go deep and look at how we 
can be survivor centered,” Cave- 
ness said. “This grant is a won- 
derful step forward to help this 
campus reach out to survivors and 
let them know that we care about 
their well being first.” 
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CAMPUS VOICE 


WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THE ADS FOR THE USU 
REFERENDUM? 


“They’re pretty funny. They say how much 
less we have than we actually should have.” 


“I think the design is really nice, but I don’t 
know what they’re for.” 


-Anne Kobata, 
third year computer science major 


-John Canales, 
fourth year accounting major 


“I’m a little biased actually. I work for ASI 
Communications, so I’ve been helping out on 


that campaign. Yeah, I love them.” 


“I think they’re good. They get my attention as 
I’m walking up over by the USU. It makes me 


read them and see what’s going on.” 


~Joe O’Brien, 
fifth year graphic design major 


- Tori Lang, 
third year marine biology major 


Follow the 
Daily 49er on: 


Yougiiy5 


ewitter 


Doctor of 


Physical Therapy 


Earn your Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree in just 31 
months from Azusa Pacific University, and gain a solid, generalist 


perspective of patient care in a supportive Christian environment. 


Program Benefits ' 
= Prepares you for entry-level positions in orthopedics, neurology, 
cardiopulmonology, clinical electrophysiology, pediatrics, geriatrics, 


and sports medicine. 


» Qualifies you for leadership positions in hospitals, private clinics, 
sports clinics, rehabilitation centers, pain clinics, government 
agencies, home and community health care programs, and 


facebook. 


research projects. 


» Enables you to join one of the fastest-growing sectors in health care. 


Goto 
www.daily49er.com 
for more information 


Apply today! 
Visit apu.edu/dpt/, email gpc@apu.edu, 
or call (626) 815-4570. 
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Be orginal on Valentine’s Day 


1. Don’t leave the bed 

Remember what sleeping in felt like? 
Try dozing on and off with someone 
you love while refusing to leave the 
bedroom this Valentine’s Day. Have 
coffee in bed, binge-watch romantic 
comedies on Netlflix and stay between 
the sheets. Throw on your pajamas and 
light some candles, couples. You're not 
going anywhere. 


2. Try something new 

This Valentine’s Day, ask your 
significant other about what they’ve 
never done. Take a road trip to that one 
city in California you've always wanted 
to visit. Try a new type of food. Trying 
something new with your boyfriend or 
girlfriend with strengthen your trust 
and show each other how you deal 
with the not-so-familiar or scary. Sky 
diving? Sure. Matching tattoos? Maybe 
next year. 


3. See a free concert 

More than ever, small and intimate, 
free gigs are popping up all around 
Southern California. Nearly every 
weekend there is an upcoming artist 
stepping onto the stage at a local pub or 
record store. On Valentine’s Day week- 
end, support a local musician or group 
with your sweetheart. Go in with no 
expectations to create a space of excite- 
ment between the two of you. You'll get 
out of the apartment, get a quick bite 
to eat before the show and maybe meet 
new friends in the crowd. 


4. Take a long walk on the beach 
(Really.) 

This Valentine’s Day, take your girl 
or guy on a walk around the perimeter 
of California State University, Long 


Paige Pelonis 
Editor in Chief 
eicd49er@gmail.com 
(562) 985-7998 


Here is a list of things to do in order to avoid 
clichés on Valentine’s Day. 


MADISON D’ORNELLAS 
Assistant News Editor 


OPEOOYIER@GMATL CON 
Daily 49er 


Beach. Just kidding! Instead, spend an 
entire day at the beach. Take a blanket, 
pack a lunch and soak up the Cali- 
fornia sunshine that, like your love, 
never seems to leave. If both of you get 
annoyed with the sand and the sound 
of crashing waves, go to a local park 
instead. Sit on a bench or in the grass 
looking out across a lake. Peaceful 
places make for successful dates. 


5. There’s more than one? 

All right, die-hard Star Wars, Harry 
Potter and Rocky Horror couples - 
this Valentine’s Day take a break from 
the outside world, get used to your 
couch and cuddle up to your fellow 
Jedi and have a movie trilogy, pental- 
ogy or ennealogy marathon. You'll 
bond over Anikan’s transition to the 
Dark Side or hold each other as Harry 
plays his first Quidditch match. You 
will be stoked to watch your favorite 
epic in its entirety with your other half. 
May the romance be with you. 


6. Make a pizza 

Go to your local grocery store this 
Valentine’s Day and pick up pizza 
sauce, cheese, pizza dough and you and 
your lover’s favorite pizza toppings. 
Then, fly home to your love nest and 
follow the directions. Soon enough, 
after a cute food fight and a cohesive 
choice on your favorite wine or soda, 
you'll have a homemade Valentine’s 
Day dinner. Cooking with your signifi- 
cant other is a great way to learn how 
he or she works under pressure and 
follows directions. Plus, in the end, you 
get a pizza. 


7. Write a letter 
For those couples who are unable 


1250 Bellflower Blvd., LA4-201 


to be with each other this Valentine’s 
Day: write. Grab some stationary and a 
pen, sit down, play Sam Smith and jot 
down what comes to mind. Hand writ- 
ten notes pull hard on the heartstrings. 
It will mean the world to see a hand 
written note from someone who cares 
for you, especially on Valentine’s Day. 
So this year, pull your eyes away from 
your phones and create something 
personal that someone can hold and 
re-read when they miss you. 


8. Karaoke 

There are many bars across Los An- 
geles County that host karaoke nights. 
Suck it up, get on stage and sing your 
heart out to classic love songs while 
professing your love to your boyfriend 
or girlfriend. They'll appreciate your 
bravery reward you with support, or 
they might laugh in your face and 


Editorial Office 
Phone (562) 985-8000 
Fax (562) 985-7994 


Long Beach, CA 
90840-4601 


make fun of you for the rest of the 
night but who cares! You're out at a bar 
taking a creative risk with that special 
someone in the crowd. Just ‘Shake It 
Off? In the end you might ‘Get Lucky. 


9. Book a trip 

Get out of here! This Valentine’s 
Day sit on your computer with your 
sweet heart and book a trip. After 
you've chosen the dates, picked the 
place and got the tickets, start plan- 
ning your getaway. Hiking around the 
Cliff of Moher, stuffing your face with 
pastries in Cologne or seeing what 
Canada is really like could give the 
next year of being together a boost. 
You'll have something to look forward 
to together, plan together and pack for 
together. Plus, couple’s trips make for 
cute, annoying social media posts and 
stories to tell to the family during the 


Have you had any interesting experiences as a 
resident in the on or off-campus residence halls? 


Submit a written piece to Opedd49er@gmail.com! 
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holidays. 


10. Give back 

Before buying the champagne, the 
overly-large teddy bear and the roses, 
give back to your community with 
your love this Valentine’s Day. Volun- 
teer at a homeless shelter, rescue a new 
pet or help at a beach or creek clean-up. 
Yes, this is not the most romantic 
option on this list but spending a day 
watching your special someone lend a 
hand will fill your soul with butter- 
flies and accomplishment. “That’s my 
shnookums,” you will say. “Look at 
her filling that garbage can.” “Look at 


him holding that three-legged puppy.” 
Assisting those in need will remind 
you both that, these days, people need 
each other to lean on, and if things get 
tough, you'll know your “shnookums” 
won't hesitate to be there for you. 
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Boba may endanger lies 


Toxic chemicals found in boba can increase 
your risk of having cancer. 


oba-drinkers may not 
know that the small 
black pearl-shaped 
tapioca balls sitting in- 
nocently in the bottom 
of the milky colored 
tea could be hurting 
their health. 

A study from the University Hospi- 
tal Aachen in German indicates that 
there are cancer-causing chemicals 
in boba, according to an article in the 
Huffington Post published on Sept. 5, 
2012. 

Students, among whom boba tea 
is particularly popular, should stop 
drinking boba tea or risk serious 
health issues later on. 

According to the Huffington Post, 
Manfred Miller, a scientist at the In- 
stitute of Hygiene and Environmental 
Medicine, boba brings about adverse 
health effects on the immune system, 
the reproductive system, the nervous 
system and the endocrine system. Most 
importantly, boba contains styrene, 
acetophenone and brominated sub- 
stances that may cause cancer. 

Here at California State University, 
Long Beach, it is important for students 
to be aware and alert of this problem. 

Squeeze Me, a juice and milk-tea 
vendor on campus in the University 
Student Union, offers boba as an add- 
on to many of their drinks. Also, there 


KHOA Lal 


Contributing Writer 


are several local businesses that serve 
the tapioca balls, including Cha For 
Tea on Seventh Street across the street 
from CSULB. 

Some students do not know how 
harmful this add-on could be, so they 
keep drinking it, even though later on, 
they could be diagnosed with cancer. 
By then, it would be too late to go back 
and stay away from boba pearls. 

“As they say, the bad things are 
always the ones that taste good,” Yael- 
lie Deroca, a second year international 
business major, said. 

Deroca, who drinks boba often, 
said she would continue to drink boba 
regardless of what the article says. 

“To me, boba is annoyingly, chewy 
and bland,” Justin Yu, a senior finance 
major, said. 

He understands why boba keeps get- 
ting more popular, despite the fact that 
it is bad for the body. “People love to 
pay for overpriced drinks while killing 
themselves in the process,” Yu said. 

Yu said he would not continue to 
drink boba now that he knows that it may 
cause cancer. 

“Tve always had boba as a kid grow- 
ing up in the Philippines,” Deroca said. 
“T knew it as ‘sago’ back then: Then, 
when I came here to the U.S., I found 


out it was called boba. So boba is not 
foreign to me.” 

Deroca said she would still recom- 
mend boba to her friends if they would 
like to explore new things. 

“In my opinion, boba itself is not 
that popular,” Deroca said. “It’s usually 
the drink that comes with boba that is 
popular. I think it is because there are 
so many different types of drinks that 
boba can be added to, it has become 
more popular.” 

Even though boba is a fattening, un- 
healthy drink, it still does not stop the 
students at CSULB from going to local 
boba shops to purchase this ultimate 
favorite add on. 

Thao Lai, a nursing master’s degree 
student, shared that she would feel 
safer consuming the tapioca balls as 
long as they were tested. 

“If the boba shop has proof that its 
supply does not contain toxic, I will 
feel safer drinking the boba there,” Lai 
said. “I love drinking boba, but I only 
get boba from big, well-known shops. I 
do not trust the pearls in those Chinese 
fast food restaurants.” 

Overall, this study might create a 
problem for many boba companies, but 
students must stop consuming it, or at 
least know what they are getting into. 


Khoa Lai is a junior journalism ma- 
jor with an emphasis in public relations. 
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Karen Sawyer | DalLy 49ER 


Alien Sandwiches on Broadway in downtown Long Beach sells Thai milk- 


tea that has boba in it. 


Jessie WARDARSKI | CRONKITE News Service | MCT 


A group of immigrants waits in a train yard in March 2014 in Arriaga, Chiapas, Mexico to stow away on the northbound freight train known as “La Bestia.” 
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Continued from page 1 


most believe originally formed in Los 
Angeles, California, police the trains 
themselves. The MPI reports that the 
gang members ride the trains and 
often rob, rape, beat and kill people by 
throwing them to the ground below. 
Does anyone still believe that these 
people genuinely want to come to the 
United States just to get rich, to steal 


our jobs, to steal our jewelry or simply 
for fun? 

They come out of a human necessity. 
They come because their children have 
asked them when they will eat again. 
They come because they are in need of 
an operation here or else they will die. 
They come because, in their country, a 
gang that grew up in the United States 
sprays bullets into their houses relent- 
lessly. : 

The general opposition to Obama’s 
recent attempts at immigration reform 


has seemed to call for the quiet deaths 
of those “illegals.” Or at least a loud 
death out of earshot, for the slow death 
of starvation cannot be quiet. 

But we - Americans - wouldn't 
know about that. 

One out of every three Americans 
is overweight, according to the CDC, 
which declared obesity an epidemic in 
the United States in 2008. The estimat- 
ed annual medical cost for treatment 
related to obesity is $147 billion. 

The White House said in Nov. 2014 


that as many as 11 million individuals 
“live in the shadows” for fear of get- 
ting caught and sent back to countries 
without the economic capabilities to 
support them. This is out of a desperate 
need for immigration reform. 

It would cost $285 billion to deport 
all “illegal” immigrants over the next 
five years, according to American 
Progress based on reports by the De- 
partment of Homeland Security. This 
is twice as much as the annual medical 
cost of obesity. 


Under international law, govern- 
ments have an obligation to use their 
power to ensure that human rights 
are respected, protected and fulfilled, 
whether that protection is from their 
own government, another govern- 
ment or even a private group like Mara 
Salvatrucha. 

If Americans went on a diet, or 
donated their excess food to countries 
like Guatemala, El Salvador or Hondu- 
ras (to name a few) the money could go 
to people who actually need it. 
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Two CSULB art stu- 
dents pour personal 
experience into art 
to create memory- 
scapes inspired by 
separate worlds. 


By AMANDA MERCADO 
Contributing Writer 


pon entering the 
room, onlookers 
are met with snap 
shots of the ocean 


floor: deep-com- 
plex layers of rock 
exposing hidden life. 


A few more steps, and these im- 
ages begin to collide with celestial 
landscapes in the form of bright pink 
tentacles wrapped around a galactic 
night sky. On the farthest wall, the 
audience comes face to face with 
scenes of destinations from a foreign 
land. 
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“Tt’s called “Odyssey” because it’s 
about the journey that Makaila [and 
I] have been through and the places 
that we’ve explored,” Rachel Gehrke 
said, explaining her experiences swim 
with the ocean while her cohort, Mi- 
kaila Palmer, captured her travels 
across the pond in paint. “Each paint- 
ing is like our memories of that place 
and how it’s kind of changed us as a 
person.” 

Gehrke and Palmer are two senior 
BFA drawing and painting students 
at California State University, Long 
Beach who combined forces to cre- 
ate their appropriately titled exhibit 
on Sunday at the West Max L. Gatov 
Gallery, transforming the showroom 
into another world. 

Color is key when it comes to “Od- 
yssey.” 

Gehrke used intense color in her 
paintings to capture the parallels 
between the cosmos and the deepest 
parts of the ocean. 

Meanwhile, Palmer used color to 
portray a series of foreign city memo- 
ry-scapes, which seemingly evoke the 
excitement attached to new experi- 


Courtesy OF MISHKA SHUBALY 


Comedian Mishka Shubaly performed at the BlackLight 
District Lounge in Long Beach on Sunday. 


cimarmenrsm ATV ERSIONS 


AMANDA Mercapo | Daly 49ER 


Rachel Gehrke, bottom right, and Makaila Palmer showcase their works in a joint 
exhibit at the CSULB West Max L. Gatov Gallery. Gehrke’s pieces, top right, follow her 
experiences in the ocean, and Palmer's illustrate her take on Europe, top left. 
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ences in new places. 

All of the works are of re-imagined 
places that they have a personal con- » 
nection with, which are portrayed us- 
ing oil on canvas with the exception 
of a couple of drawings done with 
acrylic, ink, pastels and charcoal on 
paper by Gehrke. 

Gehrke said that her work is based 
off of the imagery she registers while 
scuba diving. Growing up in San Di- 
ego, she said that she was practically 
raised on the beaches. 

“You see the weirdest things down 
there,” Gehrke said. “Weird creatures, 
crazy colors and it’s just so mysteri- 
ous.” 

She said that she attempts to recré- 
ate a feeling of being weightless in a 
pitch-black vacuum with vibrant life 
popping out from all angles. 

While Gehrke’s work is based on 


sub-aquatic exploration, Palmer's 
work is based off of her transatlantic 
trip to Europe. 


“I studied abroad last fall,” said 
Palmer. “I went to Florence for four 
months [and] really developed the 
love of traveling.” 


Black comedy at the Blacklio 


The dark and 
depressing tones of 
singer-songwriter 
Mishka Shubaly 
provided Long 
Beach’s Black 
District Lounge with 
some comic relief. 


By ALEX BERMAN 
Contributing Writer 


Pedestrians and concertgoers freeze 
outside of the Blacklight District 
Lounge as a tremendous crash projects 
jagged automotive shrapnel through 
the evening air just before the first act 
takes the stage. 

This unfortunate yet entertaining 
spectacle would soon fall right into 
place alongside the dark, grimy inyour- 
face musical sounds and standup black- 
comedy performances of the night. 

Musician and writer Mishka Shuba- 
ly, on board with the Altercation Punk 
Comedy Tour, visited Long Beach’s 
Blacklight District Lounge to perform 
some of his morose, yet strangely come- 
dic musical tunes on Sunday. 

He promoted his third and latest 


While abroad, the country’s col- 
orful currency, the Euro, inspired 
Palmer. 

All of Palmer’s paintings bear a 
common thread. The top half consists 
of a colorful portrayal on the Europe- 
an landscape, while the bottom half 
incorporates images from the Euro, 
such as stars and bridges. 

Twenty-four-year-old CSULB 
alumna Sarina Patel said that when 
she first saw Palmer’s piece titled 
“Florence,” she knew exactly what city 
it was. She said that she was able to 


recognize all of the places in Palmer’s 
paintings. 


“[Palmer’s vision] is different,” Pa- 


tel said. “But I feel like this is kind of 
like my vision too, because everything 
that’s in there is just so familiar.” 


At first Palmer and Gehrke were 


planning on doing solo shows, but 
ended up meshing their shows to- 
gether after they realized they both 
had similar artist statements and a 
common theme to their work. 


“We were like, ‘let’s just do it to- 


gether and go out with a bang,” 
Palmer added. 


record “Coward’s Path,” which was re- 
leased on Jan. 19 under In Music We 
Trust Records. 

“Tm not a comic. I sing true songs 
about my depressing life and people 
laugh at them,” Shubaly said when 
asked about his comedic affiliation. 

Accompanied by the gloomy twang 
of his rhythmic, electric guitar, his 
charred, baritone vocals bit through the 
small house P.A. and delivered a gritty 
yet solemn musical aura throughout the 
dimly-lit, punk-rock dive bar. 

“T love playing with comedians be- 
cause ... when I play with a lot of other 
earnest singer-songwriters, people 
think that I’m being completely serious 
the whole time,” Shubaly said. “They’re 
like, ‘man, this guy is a huge creep, and 
that’s half true ... but I’m also trying to 
find the joke in a dark situation.” 

For the first half hour of the show, 
Shubaly performed a set list of some of 
his more notable and comedically im- 
pactful songs, old and new. 

A main focus of Shubaly’s music has 
been his personal history of substance 
abuse, particularly a former addiction 
to alcohol. 

“It’s probably the biggest influence on 
my work; the songs were sort of a way 
for me to comfort myself and to make 
sense of the sh-t I was going through,” 
Shubaly said. “I think if you can laugh 
at despair then you can survive it.” 

Shubaly has put the bottle down for 6 


years since leaving his 20-year-long ad- 
diction behind. Although being sober 
has brought him to his senses, he said 
that he now struggles to find a new ap- 
proach with creative discovery. 

“Now that I’m sober, I don’t feel such 
a burning need to write songs as I used 
to because I don’t wake up in the alley 
[or] I don’t wake up in my car,” Shubaly 
said. “I guess I’m trying now to map the 
new way forward as a songwriter.” 

The seeds of Shubaly’s many musical 
inspirations like Johnny Cash, Townes 
Van Zandt and Bob Dylan can be found 
intertwined in the framework of his 
music. 

Along with the dim and depressing 
sensations portrayed through his song- 
writing, there is a strong sense of arro- 
gance and disdain that can be linked to 
an extent with the punk rock- mentality, 
properly placing him among the other 
acts on the tour such as professional 
comic JT Habersaat. 

“I was a fan before I knew. him,” 
Habersaat said on his first impression 
of Shubaly. “The first song I think I 
heard was “Only One Drinking To- 
night,” and I [thought it was] haunting 
and awesome; I relate to it all too well as 
a fan of booze and punk-rock comedy.” 

While most chortles, cackles and 
guffaws sprung from Shubaly’s many 
laugh-worthy song introductions, each 
one of his sullen tunes received light, 
yet warm applause. 
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CARTOONISTS 
WANTED! 


Join the Daily 49er and see 
your work here! 


did you know the 


youtube channel? 


Contact us at 
eicd49er@gmail.com 


YOUTUBE.COM/VIDEOD49ER 
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Slow 
recovery 


Softball senior Ashley 


Holmes tries to build 
on last season’s suc- 


cess as she overcomes 


injury. 


By OscAR TERRONES 
Sports Editor 


Following a breakout offensive 
season in 2014, senior infielder Ash- 
ley Holmes is working towards re- 
maining a healthy and productive 
player for the Long Beach State soft- 
ball team. 

With regular playing time last 
year, Holmes hit over .400 in her first 
nine games and tied for third on the 
team with seven home runs. It has 
been a rocky start to the season for 
Holmes as she tries to overcome an 
offseason foot injury. 

“I tore my plantar fascia [in the off- 
season], Holmes said. “I was out all 
the offseason. I was trying to be in the 
weight room as much as I could. Try- 
ing to sit on buckets and hit off a tee. 
Trying to keep everything the same.” 

The plantar fascia is a ligament (a 
flat band of tissue) that connects the 
heel bone to the toes, according to 
WebMD. When someone tears the 
plantar fascia, his or her foot gets 
weak, swollen and irritated. High 
impact exercises and insufficient rest 
periods are just a few causes of plan- 
tar fasciitis. ; 

Holmes had a rough season-open- 
ing weekend in the SoCal Collegiate 
Classic. She hit just .143 with zero ex- 
tra base hits. She started three games 
and hit near the bottom of the order 
for most. 

In Holmes’ defense, she did only 
have seven total at-bats, a sample too 
small to make any definitive assess- 
ments. Head coach Kim Sowder said 
she is confident Holmes will come 
back stronger from her injury. 

“{Holmes] has a great passion for 
the game,” Sowder said. “She loves to 
play. She works as hard as any player 
out here. We're looking forward to 
seeing her have a great year.” 

Sowder named Holmes among 
the upperclassmen, which will be 
responsible for providing leadership 
to all the new faces. She said Holmes 
would be a crucial part of the team’s 
success. 

“I think the [juniors and seniors 
are] team players,’ Sowder said. 
“They lead by example. All the things 
they do are why they’re named cap- 
tains.” 

Junior infielder Darian Tautalafua, 
Holmes’ teammate for the last two 
years, said she doesn’t see a player 
who is struggling, but one who is re- 
ally confident in her swing right now. 

“I just think she needs to stay 
confident,” Tautalafua said. “[If she] 
trusts what she can do at the plate, 
she’ll do the same thing [as last year]. 
Maybe even better.” 

Holmes said the team goals for the 
upcoming season will be to try to du- 
plicate the success they had last year. 
She doesn’t want to. watch from the 
bench. 

“[My personal goal is to] play a full 
healthy season,” Holmes said. “No in- 
juries and play the best of my ability.” 
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Belief prevails in horse racing 


Shared Belief con- 
quered Horse of 

the Year California 
Chrome in a thrilling 
race. 


By JONATHAN MuRRIETTA 
News Anchor 


Silence hung in the air as the nation’s 
top older horses met at the top of the 
stretch in the race. Light rain dotted the 
track. Shared Belief breezed past Cali- 
fornia Chrome to win the San Antonio 
Invitational on Saturday. 

California Chrome settled for second 
place. 

Great rivalries make sports, and more 
than 21 thousand spectators watching 
the historic matchup found that this re- 
match was no exception. 


The odds-maker named Shared Be- © 


lief as the solid second choice, leaving 
Reigning Horse of the Year California 
Chrome as the morning line favorite. 
Co-owned by nationally syndicated 
radio host Jim Rome, Shared Belief 
claimed a racing spotlight as a 2-year- 
old, but missed last year’s Triple Crown 
season due to an injury. 

Belief and his connections had 
another chip on their shoulder. In last 
year’s Breeders’ Cup Classic, the “Super 
Bowl” of horse racing, Bayern bumped 
Shared Belief at the start of the race and 
went on to win. 

Belief finished fourth in the Clas- 
sic behind California Chrome. Bayern 
wasn't disqualified for the interference, a 
call that proved controversial in the end. 

“[Belief] was fouled and his chances 
were completely compromised at the 
break,” Santa Anita director of public- 
ity Mike Willman said before Saturday’s 
San Antonio Invitational. 


Throw in another twist: Bob Baffert, 
the trainer of the controversial Breeders’ 


Cup Classic winner, had a different horse 
entered in the San Antonio to challenge 
Shared Belief. This time it was his talent- 
ed horse Hoppertunity. But trainer Jerry 
Hollendorfer had Shared Belief in good 
form for the big race. 

“It’s common knowledge [in horse 


racing] that Bob and Jerry aren't 


exactly on a holiday gift exchange,” 
Willman said. “You got them squar- 
ing off here [in the San Antonio] as 
well. It’s an incredible matchup this 
early in the year.” 

All eyes were on California Chrome, 
who took advantage of Shared Belief’s 
absence in the Triple Crown last year. 

His owners, Steve Coburn and Perry 
Martin, decided to keep the 4-year-old 
Chrome in training, a rarity in an indus- 
try where many top thoroughbreds are 
retired to stud right away. 

“T think it’s good for the sport to have 
horses like California Chrome stick 
around and continue to race,” national 
correspondent for the Daily Racing 
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JOHN Fajarbo | LBSU ATHLETICS 
LBSU junior Ty Provencher 
' starts to throw a pitch 


during a game. 


really stood out. 


guys. 


Junior ‘right-hander 
Provencher is one of the few their job for them. Hutting re- 
experienced pitchers return- iterated Hampson’s message, 
ing to the Dirtbags in 2015. saying there is a standard the 

The 2014 All-Big WestSecond _new pitchers will have to meet 
Team selection saidheand _ if they are going to be success- 
other upperclassmen _ ful. 

have taken a leadership “Just demanding a mindset 

role this year, trying of throwing strikes and forc- 
to set an example ing contact,” Hutting said. 
for the younger “And not giving up any free 


Form Jay Privman said. “I think when 
you get horses who can stick around 
and compete at a high level, run in 
the big events and do well, it’s going 
to generate more and more interest [in 
the sport.” 

Horse racing used to be the only game 
in town. The American Turf Register 
exclusively covered horse racing in 1829. 
Even in the 20th century horse racing 
was quite popular. 

“Tt was a golden age for racing,” Will- 
man said. “Then these other forms of 
gaming came in, particularly the Indian 
gaming casinos and the lottery ticket. 
Horse racing was gradually pushed to 
the back of the bus, which was very un- 
fortunate.” 

The sport came back into the spot- 
light once again last weekend. It was 
the week after the Super Bowl..The 
NCAA Final Four and NHL playoffs 
were still a month away. People came 
to the track, and they weren't disap- 
pointed. 


Kyle] Friedrichs shows by ex- 
ample,” Provencher said. “I 
would say I’m more vocal 
and pushier. The thing I’m 
learning is to identify other 
personalities, see how they 

react to what I’m saying. All 

our leaders have our roles. 

They complement mine as I 
complement theirs.” 

Hampson said it would be 
up to the young staff to learn 
as they go, that he or any of 
Ty the experienced guys can’t do 


opportunities. That’s the big- 


“[Senior gest thing. Going out. and 
right- competing with the stuff that 
hander _ they have.” 


